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"He LNMh It," 


-yai* Ann 


tu Sputum peeo'7 Not always ; sometime* He 

Who knnweth beat. In kindness teadfltti me 

In wear; wars, where heavy «l>adowi be. 

One of tbe sunshine, warm and soft and bright, 

Out of tbe sunshine Into darkest night, 

I oft would taint with sorrow and affright. 

Only for this : I know he bolus my band ; 
So, whether ted In Rteen or desert land, 
I trust, although I may not understand. 
Besides "itlll waters"? No, not always so : 
Oft time* the heavy tempests round me blow 
And o'er my soul the waves and billows go ; 
But when the storm beats loudest, and I cry 
Aloud fur help, tbe Matter etandeth by, 
And whispers lo mv soul, " l,o. It Is f !" 
Above tbe tempest wild I bear him say, 
■"Beyond this darkness lies the perfect day, 
In every path of thine 1 lead the way." 

So, whether on tlio hill tops, high and fair, 
I dwell, or In the sunless valleys where 
Ttie shadows lie, what matter ? He Is there. 
And more than this : where'erthe pathway lead, 
lie gives to me no hopeless, broken reed. 
But bisown hand, sutlident for my need. 
Lo, where he leads me, I can safely go,' 
And In the blert hereafter I shall know 
Wh» In his wisdom he hath led me so. 

A SERMON. 


Preached by R. T. Mallott, at North Liberty, Ohio. 

TEXT: "But whoso looketh into tlw perfect law of 
liberty, and eontinueth therein, lie heing not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer ot tbe work, this man shall be blessed 
In Ills deed,"— Jamea 1 : 26. 

The Latin phrase "MuUutn m Parvo" — 
much in little — applies to the epistle of Jamea. 
I» this respect it compares with the Lord's 
Prayer, Our text and the preceding mm 
refer to the manner of hearing the divine 
word, and this is indeed a subject of great im- 
portance. It is very important to take heed 
what we hear, and also how wc hear, and like- 
wise as to the resnlts of our hearing. In con- 
sequence of this the Divine Teacher, after 
giving to us the "parable of the sower," and 
te general results, concludes by saying : 
"Take heed therefore how you hear." Luke 
8 : 18, Some only hear with the external ear ; 
they know what wolds wc speak but do not 
endeavor to comprehend the sense and signi- 
fication. Others are like the door upon its 
hinges, they come and go, hut never expand — 
give out anything. The^jDcad sea is dead, 
because it is always receiving and never giving 
out its waters : a fit emblem of such hearers. 
They hear for the time and try to understand 
but when the benediction is pronounced they 
conceive all is over and pay no further atten- 
tion. Others hear and retain a general knowl- 
edge and remembrance, but do not apply it 
to their own hearts, and consciences. They 
do not practice what they hear. 

If there be a few practical "hits" in the 
discourse they apply them to A or B or neigh- 
bor C, when perhaps it would have been 
much better for our unwary hearer to have 
taken the dose. But the masses cannot re- 
member just the words of our lessons, and we 
do not ask them to do so, but wc do ask you 
to follow the example of the old lady who 
heard a sermon from the text : "For with 
what measure ye meet it shall be measured 
to you again." When asked a few days after 
what she thought of *the discourse, Bhe said 
her memory was deficient ; she could not re- 
view it as delivered, but it was good, she 
knew it was, for when she came home she 
went and burned her half bushel that was 
too small. This is hearing in the full sense 
of the term. The good hearer "looketh into 
the perfect law, and is a doer of the work it 
teaches. 

We have for our consideration to-day, 1st. 
A striking representation of the divine word : a 
law. The law of God. The legislative en- 
actments of King Messiah. The moral rule 
of action, given by one who had authority : 
Jehovah ; binding upon those to whom it is 
addressed ; promulgated for their instruction 
and benefit ; sanctioned by rewards and pun- 
ishments. Every command is represented as a 
plant in the hedge of heaven's mandates, sur- 
rounding the vineyard of God's keeping. The 
hedge or law of liberty is to restrain our evil 
passions ; teach us moral and religious obli- 
gations, and thus develop the elements of 
Christianity — purity of character and love to 
God and man. Here we see the model of per- 
fection ; hence the author declared to the 
Pharisees, who whould intermix "tradition", 
— "the commandments of men" — and teach 
the same as doctrine, that "Every plant (com- 
mandment) which my heavenly Father has 
not planted (commanded) shall be rooted up. 
Matth. Jft" : 13. We are here taught, as well 
as urine text, the real perfection of the in- 
spired word of life. And when we take a 
common sense view of this law, it is but rea- 
sonable that it should be perfect. Its author 
is perfect, therefore nothing could be overlook- 
ed. It is free from all error, for "in Him is 
no darkness at all." "It is perfectly equita- 
ble. Perfect as it relates to all states and cir- 
cumstances in which men are placed. The 
monarch, the subject, the prince and the beg- 


gar ; all civil and social relationship are em- 
bodied, even the domestic duties are specified. 
It is absolutely sufficient ; it needs jno addi- 
tion ; cannot be improved because it is the 
standard of all perfection. All other laws are 
good or bad as they resemble this, and any 
attempt to modify is a daring presumption 
that is already condemned in this law. It is 
not only a perfect law, but it is one of liberty. 
Liberty is what the hearts of men pant for, 
and we wish to shnw you the liberating pow- 
er of this law. As a law of truth and equity 
it frees the mind from the bondage of ignor- 
ance and error. "Ye shall know the truth 
and the truth shall make yon foe." Thus we 
are sanctified through the truth, for "Thy 
word is tnith." When viewing this mighty 
power as displayed in the regeneration of the 
obedient, we feel with Paul to cry out : "O 
foolish Galatiaus, who hath bewitched ,you, 
that ye should not obey the truth." As a law 
of love and mercy it brings lis into the liberty 
of God's fin-giving grace. As a law of holi- 
ness it frees the soul from the dominion of sin, 
and brings it to view |>aradisc in all its love- 
liness and premature purity. It thus serves 
as light and telescope, and being a perfect 
medium through which the present duties and 
future premises are seen, the diligent go on 
from "faith to faith," with invincible courage, 
conforming more and more to the pattern of 
holiness — Jesus the way and the life ; realiz- 
ing from the Psalmist that "The law of the 
Lord is perfect," and in the "keeping of it there 
is great reward.". 

We have now viewed the jierfection of this 
law from a common sense standpoint. We 
conclude this part of the subject by adding 
one thought more, and that is this : Every 
thing in nature, that is the hiiniliwork of God, 
is perfect , and the imitation by man is not. 
Take the sting of the bee and bring it under 
the power of the microscope. Magnify it one 
hundred fold and it remains perfect. Take 
the point of a fine needle. Magnify it under 
the power of the same microscope, and yon 
will be surprised to see its imperfections. So 
with the same instrument view a boquet of 
flowers, the productions of the silent, unseen 
power of Providence ; they are the perfection 
of beauty, lioth in form and color. Take the 
imitation made by man, commonly called "ar- 
tificials ;" bring them under the same power 
of ins|M-ci ion, and oh, how deficient ! Why, 
if the milliners would let the ladles look 
through the magnifying glass at them, I ven- 
ture to say there wouldn't be an art iticial on 
one hat in our congregation. 

From these lessons yon see the Gospel is 
perfect, both as it exists and the purpose and 
work it does for man. 

Wc passon to the second part of our subject; 

THE CHTISTIAJT HEAKER. 

He has an intense regard for the divine 
word. Like the cherubim that Moses placed 
upon the Mercy seat ; they looked into the 
ark where the law was kept. He will also 
turn his feet often to the sanctuary. He goes 
to hear. He hears to do. He prepares for 
hearing by prayer. He is an everyday Chris- 
tian. "His delight is in the law of the Lord, 
and in His law doth he meditate day and 
night." He is ever ready to give an answer 
to them that ask him for a reason for his glor- 
ious hope in Christ. Would to God wc had 
more such hearers. The world needs them. 
The chine]] needs them. The Divine Master 
referred to this when he prayed to His Fath- 
er, "I pray not that thou shouldst take them 
out of the world, but that thou shouldst keep 
them from the evil." John 17 : 15. If all 
church going-people would hear to do the 
work that is incumbent upon them, it would 
not be a decade until this part of the world 
would be eclipsed with a millennial era. God 
speed the day when righteousness shall pre- 
vail. 

Wc now come to the last thought suggest- 
ed by the text ; 

HIS BLESSED STATE. 

Living or dying he is happy. He has light 
for the understanding, truth for the judgment, 
motives to influence the will, love for the af- 
fections, and peace for the conscience, and 
crowning all is the precious presence of the 
Holy Spirit in his heart, which enables him to 
cry in time of need : "Abba, Father." This 
is the zenith of his glory on earth. 

"He tells to all around 

What a dear Savior be bat found." 

When the earth is reoeeding from his view 
and heart and flesh fails, Jesus' name is his 
tower, and he runneth into it and is saved. 

This is the object of our existence; the end 
of obedience, and the central truth of Emman- 
uel, crucified, risen and exalted. May we all 
improve our hearing, redouble onr doing, and 
receive the blessings that follow. Amen. 


rUULI WFLtFEHOE, 


IT ill BAM SIdij;. 


One watch set right will do to set many 
by ; on the other hand, one that goes wrong 
may be the means of misleading a whole 
neighborhood, and the same may be said of 
the example we each set to those around us. 


The extent or female influence, and the im- 
portance of exerting it in favor of Christianity 
are subjects which perhaps have never us yet 
powerfully arrested the attention or deeply 
improved the hearts of christians. The ex 
tent of female influence in our woi Id is beyond 
computation. It exerts itself over the earli- 
est periods of rational life. The first being 
that the child knows is its mother. To the 
young heart the mother is the first object of 
affection and reverence. Her wye and voice, 
her tears and smiles, her caresses and reproofs, 
arc the subjects of infant observation, and pre- 
sent the earliest lessons that the young im- 
mortal ever learns. To mothers more than to 
any other human beings, is committed the 
important business of moulding the intellect 
and heart of every successive generation. 
This talent God himself has lodged with 
you that arc mothers, and it is a talent which 
cannot be wrapped in a napkin or buried in 
the earth with impunity. If females were all 
christians, and such christians as they ought 
to be, a hope might be cherished that the 
world would soon be converted, and the next 
generation might live in a new earth, and as 
a part of their employment celebrate the final 
victory of the cross. It depends much on 
female influence whether religion shall be ad- 
mitted into the family or whether the door 
shall be closed against its entrance; whether 
the curse of the Lord shall be there as it is in 
the house of the wicked, or his blessing as it 
is in the habitation of the just. Proverbs 
'.l-.'Xi. How long would the amusement of the 
theatre continue to corrupt our large cities, 
if no woman would appear upon the stage, nor 
on any occasion take her seat in this great 
temple of vice ? How long would the ball 
room be crowded, and gay and extravagant, 
and dissipating parties maintain an existence, 
if every female were to set her face against 
them, and resolve to go to no placo where the 
voice of Christ and duty did not call her? 
If the whole female world were to revere the 
Sabbath, and were found in the house of God 
on that sacred day, what a happy revolution 
would soon be effected? The kingdom of 
God would come ; the blessed reign of Christ 
would be established on the earth. 

No wonder that women were among the 
most ardent and active of Christs' followers 
while here on earth. No wonder they stood 
weeping by the cross when the apostles them- 
selves were scattered like sheep. No wonder 
that his sepulchre was dear to their hearts, 
for his coming published a jubilee to the 
world. Pious women have alwaysdone much 
in the kingdom of Christ. Honorable men- 
tion is made of their activity and usefulness 
in the church of God. Those that have gone 
before you have done much, but by the grace 
of God still more may be accomplished by fe- 
male effort. Three times theSavior permitted 
himself to be annointed by women. The first 
annointing of Jesus we find recorded in Luke 
7th chapter. It was performed in Bctuey, in 
the house of a Pharasee, by a woman that 
was a sinner. The Savior accepted it as a 
token of love, and said, "her sins, which are 
many, are forgiven, for she lovt d much. The 
second anointing of Jesus we find in John 
12th chapter. This happened also at Bethany, 
and was done by Mary, the sister of Lazarus, 
whom Christ raised from the dead. The Sav- 
iour accepted it, saying, "Let her alone; 
against the day of my burial she has kept 
this." The third anointing of Jesus, Mathew 
has recorded, 26th chapter and Mark 14th 
chapter. It took place also at Bethany, in 
the house of Simon the leper, by a woman not 
named, but the Savior declares "she bath 
wrought a good work upon me, for in that 
she hath poured this ointment on my body, 
she did it for my burial." 

And what does our Lord and master 
say farther ? Why, "Verily I say unto you, 
wherever this gospel is preached in the whole 
world, there shall also this that this woman 
bath done be told for a memorial of her. 
And we know what was done by the Samari- 
tan woman whom the Savior met at Jacob's 
well. After they convened together and he 
had preached to her for a little while, she left 
her water pot and went her way into the city, 
as a missionary, and told the men : "Come 
see a man which told me ail things whatso- 
ever I did. Is not this the Christ?" Then 
they left the city and followed her, and came 
out to meet Jesus. 

And there was Anna, a prophetess, who 
departed not from the temple, and she coming 
in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the 
Lord and spake of him to all those that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem. And Mary was 
the first that the Saviour sent to preach his 
resurrection. Philip had four daughters that 
did prophecy. And we read in the old dispen - 
sation of females laboring and making them- 
selves useful in their day and generation. De- 


borah and Miriam and a host of others, that 
helped to do the work that was to be done In 
their time ; and no doubt those faithful labor- 
ers worked in earnest and in solemnity, and 
oft times in tears ; more for those around 
there than for themselves. The Saviour did 
not forbid weeping. When the women fol- 
lowed him to the cross weeping, he turned to 
them and said : '"Daughters of Jerusalem, 
weep not for me, but weep for yourselves and 
tor your children." Jesus himself wept at the 
grave of Lazarus, and over the city of Jeru- 
salem when he saw their sinfulness. He often 
wept, hut we have no account that he ever 
laughed. The apostle Paul tells the brethren 
at K plies j s, that he ceased not to warn every 
one, night and day, with tears. When he 
wi'ote to the Corinthians, he Bays with many 
tears. David tells us how sin affected him; 
he cries out rivers of water ran down mine 
eyes, because they keep not thy law. And in 
the following language of Jeremiah, we see 
what feelings were awakened in witness- 
ing the sins of his day : "O, that my head 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, 
that I might weep day and night for the slai n 
of the daughters of my people. 

Female influence will go very far in doing 
good or in the opposite direction. Your lit- 
tle ones that are given to you will soon leave 
their childish sports ajirj wit pass swiftly 
through the scenes ol youth i<» the more ac- 
tive and important duties of mankind. The 
impressions which are made upon their minds 
in childhood, will appear in after life, and will 
abide with them when your bodies are vest- 
ing beneath the cold sod in the silent tomb, 
and will influence their actions through all 
the changes of their earthly pilgrimage; but 
the effect of a mother's early instruction upon 
the conduct and influence, is not all there is. 
Another and a nobler view of the subject. 
You may be the instrument of preparing their 
souls for the joys of the upper world ; tor the 
unspeakable glory : that which surrounds the 
throne of ( 3 >il. Teach them to obey His 
commandments, and point them to the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world. 
Do you ask how you shall do these things? 
Why, when you surround your domestic fire- 
side, instead of wasting your time rehearsing 
foolish stories and idle fancies, or playing 
games which belong altogether to the vicious 
and the vile, let those previous moments be 
spent in rehearsing the history of Jesus, or of 
some ot the holy men of old. And in offering 
to God the adoration of the heart, which be- 
comes those who daily receive the richest 
things from heaven. Or do you say the care 
of preparing for company and for visits ab- 
sorbs your whole time without having any 
left for the religious instruction of your child- 
ren? Think a moment, which will you 
choose, to array your children in the disgust- 
ing garb, after the pattern of sinners, or to 
lead them to the golden splendor of the Jeru- 
salem, where they shall be clothed in a robe 
whiter than snow. Mothers, much depend on 
your instruction to your little ones. Spare 
no pains in leading them in the paths of pi- 
ety and holiness. And not only mothers, for 
woman's influence can be mighty in all the 
relations. We have read of the little captive 
maid that served in the house' of Naaman, the 
leper captain of the host of Syria. She told 
him of the prophet that was in the land of 
Israel, and thus introduced heavenly light into 
Syria. And of Abigail, whose wisdom saved 
her husband and her house; of Hannah who 
reared for God the ablest of all the prophets ; 
and of the Shumanite who had a chamber 
built for Elisba on the wall, and of many 
more who have poured their kindly influence 
upon a lost world, and have gone to the gen- 
eral assembly of the church of the first born 
in heaven, and it would be well for us of the 
present age to go and do likewise, that we 
may be permitted at the end of our journey to 
have a ngbt to the tree of life, and enter 
through the gates into the city. 
East Coventry, Pa. 


The devil never opposes a good movement 
or a good man squarely as a whole. It is al- 
ways by detail. If it is temperance, "Oh, 
yes, he is a warm friend of temperance : not, 
perliaps, an ardent friend, but a sincere friend ; 
only is this the best way?" If it is proposed 
to shut up the liquor stores at S o'clock of 
Saturday evening, "Well, they ought to be 
closed ; but is it of vital importance to close 
them at 8 : 50 ; or even at 8 : 16. Just 8 o'clock 
is either too early or too late." He will al- 
ways find some little matter of detail to make 
a fight over and divide the people upon. 
He never says: "The minister is all wrong 
in urging us to be just and humane and 
Christ-like." Oh, no. But "A good man I 
suppose ; and I am not prepared to deny the 
truth of what he said ; but what a voice! and 
how badly his hair is cut! and he gave the 
wrong intonation in the hymns." He is a 
very shrewd devil. 


